National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America

Quotes from Collaborating Partners and Supporters
Telephone Numbers for the Collaborating Partners can be retrieved from their websites that are listed on the National Conference website at: http://www.povertyeast.org/jobs
“We have to recognize that rural job loss differs significantly from urban job loss. Too often policy is created with a cookie-cutter frame-of-mind: the idea that what works in one spot will work everywhere. This is just not the case. Policy that seeks to urbanize rural areas quite simply will not work. We must have more research that illuminates the experiences of job loss in rural America, so that we can move toward policy that reflects the lived experiences of the rural worker, rural family and rural community.”


Dr. Leslie Hossfeld, Assistant Professor of Sociology, UNC – Pembroke


GlaxoSmithKline Faculty Fellow in Public Policy and Public Engagement


Lead Researcher, Jobs For the Future Project, Center For Community Action

“Rural America is the first place hit by an economic downturn and the last place to recover from an ailing economy. With plant closing, layoffs, and the displacement of family farms, rural Americans continue to suffer greatly and the National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America is a welcome opportunity to discuss a new economic course that is inclusive of millions of rural Americans." 


Attorney Stephon J. Bowens, Executive Director, Land Loss Prevention Project

"The economic restructuring taking place across scores of communities in America has created hardships for many rural areas, particularly those having strong ties to agriculture and manufacturing. A good share of the jobs now flowing to rural areas are lower paying service producing jobs -- ones that offer few benefits and limited opportunities for advancement. Rural America is in dire need of new thinking and new strategies for enhancing its economic future."

 
Bo Beaulieu, Southern Rural Development Center, Mississippi State University

 

“One lesson from the recent job loses in the rural South is that we must build more self-reliant, entrepreneurial communities.  To do so, we must marshal all our talents and assets, including our own philanthropy.  Rural people have long traditions of generous giving but that giving has not been very organized outside of our churches.  A new movement of rural community-based, homegrown foundations across the nation is already helping to support entrepreneurship and the revitalization of rural civic culture. The National Conference will provide an opportunity for rural leaders to learn how to do a philanthropic assessment and index of their own communities as one of many strategies of economic renewal.” 

Alan McGregor, Director, Philanthropy Index, 

Southern Rural Development Initiative
“The NC Council of Churches believes that rural economic development is a critical faith issue.  A caring nation cannot allow some areas to disproportionately suffer from job loss and economic transition.  This national conference in Lumberton will generate creative ideas and new partnerships, to focus attention and energy on ways to reinvigorate rural economies, based on leadership from the localities themselves.”  

Barbara Zelter, Program Associate, NC Council of Churches
“Robeson County epitomizes rural America in all of its racial and ethnic diversity and therefore is a fitting context for a conference focusing on rural job loss and recovery. I applaud CCA for its work in bringing a national spotlight to the suffering and the potential of places and people often neglected or viewed as dispensable. This conference isn't just about preserving a rural way of life but about building and sustaining people and places that have been the backbone of this nation since its inception.”  


Doris Williams, Director of Capacity Building, Rural School and Community 
Trust; Former Assistant Dean and Associate Professor at the North Carolina 
Central University School of Education 

“Our research in Robeson county shows that displaced workers are diverse and disadvantaged by age, health, gender, and race. Policies to help them need to reflect their diversity and include not just education and employment, but also health care, prescription drugs, and social services.”


Dr. Michael D. Shulman, Professor of Sociology, NC State University

STATEMENT BY RURAL CAUCUS CO-CHAIR ON THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON JOB LOSS AND RECOVERY IN RURAL AMERICA



U.S. Representative John Peterson (R-PA/5), co-chair of the bipartisan Congressional Rural Caucus, issued the following statement in support of the National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America:  “Many rural communities are facing significant challenges when it comes to preserving and creating quality jobs, providing affordable health care, and protecting our rural way of life.I applaud Congressman Mike McIntyre for his leadership on these important issues, and I look forward to continuing to work with him, as well as the entire Congressional Rural Caucus, to fight for solutions in Washington that will help strengthen rural America.  I would also like to thank the Center for Community Action and all of the organizers of this conference for their commitment to finding real solutions, as well as for their trip to Washington, D.C. this spring in which they so thoughtfully discussed the challenges facing Robeson County.  Our children and grandchildren should not have to move to the city or suburbia to find good jobs or receive quality health care services.  It is vital that we work together to revitalize our communities and restore rural America to the land of opportunity for our next generation.”

Paul Feenstra, Staff, Congressman John Peterson
McIntyre To Speak At National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America
 


Washington, D.C. – On October 2, 2004, U.S. Representative Mike McIntyre is scheduled to speak at the first National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America.  This event will be held in Lumberton, N.C. beginning October 1. Congressman McIntyre stated: "The challenges and issues facing rural communities are unique, and this national conference on job loss will put a spotlight on forming solutions to help create jobs and lift our citizens up! As a member of the Congressional Rural Caucus, I am inviting and encouraging rural leaders from across the nation to join us here in Robeson County, North Carolina for this special event.  Rural America is the backbone of our great nation, and we must join together to keep it strong and vibrant."

 

Jobs for the Future Collaborative, a public private partnership in Robeson County that was organized by the Center for Community Action, is coordinating the National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America.  For more information on this event, please visit www.povertyeast.org/jobs or call 910-739-7851. 
 
Dean M. Mitchell, Chief of Staff/Press Secretary, Congressman Mike McIntyre

Telephone Numbers for the Collaborating Partners can be retrieved from their websites that are listed on the National Conference website at: http://www.povertyeast.org/jobs
