National Conference Plenary Speakers

Joe R. Feagin -  (Ph.D., Harvard University) is the Ella C. McFadden Professor of Liberal Arts at Texas A & M University. His primary research interests concern the development and structure of racial/gender prejudice and discrimination and a range of other social justice issues. Among his 46 books are Social Problems: A Power-Conflict Perspective (Prentice-Hall, 1997); Racist America (Routledge 2000); The First R: How Children Learn Race and Racism, with D. Van Ausdale (Rowman & Littlefield 2001); Racial and Ethnic Relations, with C. Feagin (Seventh edition; Prentice-Hall 2003); White Racism: the Basics, with H. Vera and P. Batur (Second edition; Routledge 2001); The Many Costs of Racism, with K. McKinney (Rowman & Littlefield 2003); White Men on Race, with E. O'Brien (Beacon 2003); and Black in Blue: African-American Police Officers and Racism, with K. Bolton (Routledge 2004). He is currently working on the sixth edition of the Social Problems textbook and on another book dealing with how whites act in private  in regard to racial issues. His books have won numerous national and professional association prizes; his book, Ghetto Revolts (Macmillan 1973),  was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. He is also author of more than 170 articles on racial, gender, and other social-justice issues. He was the 1999-2000 president of the American Sociological Association.
Lukata Mjumbe - serves as the District Policy Director for Congressman Artur Davis of the Seventh Congressional District of Alabama. Mjumbe is the former Director of the Rural Training & Research Center of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives / Land Assistance Fund in Sumter County, Alabama. While there, he developed a regional cooperative economic development technical assistance program and rural demonstration models for limited resource communities in 12 southern states. He is a seasoned political advocate and community organizer with extensive professional experience in public policy development in the Black Belt south. 

 

Additionally, Mjumbe has demonstrated community based and regional leadership in the areas of labor organizing, environmental justice, livable wage and welfare public policy as well as in campaigns related to human rights, children and youth. As the Policy Director for a member of Congress, he is responsible for the development of policy initiatives that can ultimately affect all of rural America. In 2003, Congressman Davis introduced the Southern Empowerment & Economic Development (SEED) Act. The bill in effect amends the legislation which created the Delta Regional Authority (DRA) and initiates the Delta Black Belt Regional Authority (DBBRA).  The SEED Act expands the coverage area for the Authority and includes the development of a Constituency Representation Board (CRB) as well as a substantial increase in sustained funding for community-based development and regional strategic planning.

 

Mjumbe graduated summa cum laude as the top ranking political science student at Morehouse College. He has written and lectured extensively on strategies for comprehensive development in the rural south. He is pursuing his post-graduate work in Policy & Management Analysis at the University of Alabama and in seminary at the Birmingham Theological Seminary. He is a husband and proud father of five children.

 

