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African American Progress Report:

 1970-2000
 New Hanover County

Introduction
The Eastern North Carolina Poverty Committee (ENCPC) Poverty Information Project provides data and analysis on poverty throughout Eastern North Carolina.  This particular research focuses on one county in Southeastern North Carolina examining quality-of-life indicators for African Americans in New Hanover County from 1970-2000.
Population Change
1970-2000

New Hanover County population has doubled since 1970 from 82,996 to 160,327.  While the African American population in New Hanover County has steadily increased since 1970 from 18,692 to 27,203 in 2000, it has actually declined as a percentage of the population.
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Table 1:  Population by Race New Hanover County 1970-2000 Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000.

In 1970, African Americans comprised 23% of New Hanover County population.  By 2000, African Americans were 17% of the population.  White population in the county has increased from 77% in 1970 to 80% in 2000.  A small, but growing Latino and Asian population account for the other 3% of county residents.  
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Table 2:  Percent Population by Race New Hanover County Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000

Income
The per capita income (total money per resident of the area) of New Hanover County has generally been higher than the average for the state.  In 2000, New Hanover County per capita income was $23,123 compared with the State of North Carolina per capita income of $20,037 and for the US, $21,587.

Per capita income has grown for New Hanover County residents of all races since 1970, and nearly doubled for black residents from 1990 to 2000. 
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Table 3  Per Capita Income by Race New Hanover County 1970-2000.  Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000.

In 1970, African American per capita income was $1,373 increasing to $3,833 in 1980 and $7,520 in 1990.  By 2000, African American per capita income increased to $13,345.  Yet when we examine differences between white per capita income and black per capita income in New Hanover County, the disparity is considerable.  
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Table 4:  Per Capita Income Gap between Black and White income New Hanover County 1980-2000.  Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1980, 1990, 2000.  Black Gap is calculated as the difference between white and black per capita income, and percentage of black income to white income.

Table 4, above, presents the difference in white and black per capita income.  In 1980, black per capita income was $3,747 less than white per capita income; that is, blacks earned 51% of white income.  In 1990, black per capita income was $7,520 less than white per capita income; put another way, blacks earned 49% of what white’s earned.  By 2000, the gap between white and black per capita had increased significantly with a difference of $12,142 less for blacks than whites.  By 2000, blacks earned only 52% of white per capita income in New Hanover County.  
Average household incomes have increased significantly for whites and blacks in New Hanover County since 1970.  For African Americans, mean (average) household incomes have tripled since 1980 from $11,236 to $33,661 in 2000.  Yet again, when examining differences between white and black average household incomes, the differences between the two are disquieting.  
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Table 5 Mean Household Income by Race New Hanover County Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000.

While African American mean household income has increased significantly since 1970 the gap between black and white mean household income has actually increased.  Table 6 below demonstrates the gap between black and white mean household income since 1980.
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Table 6 .   Mean Household Income Gap Between Black and Whites New Hanover County 1980 – 2000.  Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1980, 1990, 2000.  Gap is calculated as the differences between white and black mean household income and the percentage of white income black households earn.
As Table 6 shows, the difference between black and white mean household income in 1990 is $17,130 less for black households than white households.  By 2000, black households are earning $23,782 less than white households, or only 59% of what white households earn.  So while black earnings have risen substantially since the 1970s, the gap between white and black households remains considerable.

Poverty
Poverty is defined as a standard of living that falls below the basic minimum requirements to sustain an adequate diet, adequate housing and adequate health (see http://www.povertyeast.org).  Certain categories of people are at greater risk of being in poverty than others:  children, non-whites, and women.  These categories of people are disproportionately represented in the category of officially poor.  Wealth and poverty are not equally distributed.  

Since 1970, poverty has declined significantly for African Americans in New Hanover County.
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Table 7 Poverty Rates by Race New Hanover County 1970-2000.  Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000.
As Table 7 reveals, poverty rates for African Americans in 1970 approached 50%.  These rates have declined significantly to 29% by 2000.  Yet when compared to whites in New Hanover County, African American poverty is extremely high – indeed triple that of white poverty.  

When we examine child poverty, the story is even more dramatic.  African American child poverty decreased significantly from 50% in 1970 to 39% in 2000.  Yet compared to white child poverty, black children are almost five times more likely to be poor than white children in New Hanover County in 2000.
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Table 8 Child Poverty (children under 18) by race in New Hanover County, 1970-2000.  Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000

Measuring Wealth

Housing Values

Housing is one of the largest components of a household’s net worth (approximately 45%).  One way to measure wealth is to examine the average household value of homes.  Table 9 below provides the average household values of home in which the owner occupies the housing for New Hanover County from 1990-2000.
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Table 9.  Mean Household Value for Owner Occupied Housing 1990-2000 by Race in New Hanover County Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1990, 2000.

Table 9 demonstrates the significant increase in the value of owner occupied homes for African Americans in New Hanover County from $49,920 in 1990 to $103,697.  Likewise, white average household values increased from $98,956 in 1990 to $192,603.  Yet what is striking is the gap between values of white and black owner occupied homes.  Table 10 below, examines the differences in values based on race.
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Table 10.  Black White Gap in Mean Household Value of Owner Occupied Housing in New Hanover County 1990 and 2000.  Data Source:  US Census Bureau 1990, 2000.  Calculated by subtracting black mean household value from white mean household value.

Table 10 shows that in 1990, the dollar difference between white and black homes was $49,036.  The difference between mean household values of owner occupied housing increased by 2000 to $88,906.  

Infant Mortality and

Teen Pregnancy

Infant mortality is the number of deaths during the first year of life per 1,000 live births.  In the United States, the infant mortality rate runs about 7 per 1,000 live births (US Census 2000).    In North Carolina the infant mortality rate in 2001 was 8.5 per 1,000 live births (North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 200).   In New Hanover County the infant mortality rate was 5.4 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2000.  
Table 11 below provides the change in infant mortality rates by race for New Hanover County since 1970. 
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Table 11.  Infant Mortality Rates by Race for New Hanover County 1970-2000.  Data Source:  North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 1970, 1980, 1990, 2001
New Hanover County infant mortality rates have dropped significantly since the 1970s, for all racial categories.  In particular, African American infant mortality rates dropped tremendously from near 50% in 1970 to 8.3 infant deaths per 1,000 live births in 2000.  What is noteworthy, however, is that African American infant mortality increased from 1990 to 2000 and remains higher, almost double, white infant mortality.
Teen pregnancy rates have decreased across the nation since the 1990s and this pattern holds true in New Hanover County as well.  Table 12 below provides the trend in declining teen pregnancies since the 1980s.
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Table 12  Teen Pregnancies age 15-19 in New Hanover County by race 1982, 1992, 2001.  Data Source: North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services

White teen pregnancies declined most dramatically since the 1980s from 257 to 159 in 2001.  African American teen pregnancies also declined significantly from 202 in 1982 to 116 in 2001.  

Table 13 below provides data on the percent of total pregnancies teen pregnancies constitute.  
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Table 13  Teen Pregnancy (15-19) as percentage of total pregnancies 1982 and 1992.  Data Source:  North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 1982, 1992.

For both whites and blacks, teen pregnancies have declined significantly.  When examining the total number of white pregnancies, 14% are teen pregnancies between 15-19 years old, in contrast to 25% of all black pregnancies by teenagers age 15-19.

Education
African American students in New Hanover County lag behind their white counterparts in terms of passing End of Grade Tests. Table 14 below shows the disparity.
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Table 14  New Hanover County End of Grade Scores by Race 2000.  Data Source:  NC Department of Education.

Like most of the state, African American students in New Hanover County have lower performance scores on the End of Grade Tests with African American students passing at 60% versus 90% for white students.

Conclusions

Income, wealth, education and health variables are all inextricably linked to quality of life outcomes.  In New Hanover County, race still plays an important role in determining one’s quality of life.  While the data presented in this retrospective of African American life in New Hanover County tells a story of continued progress and increasingly better quality of life, another story points to the great disparity between whites and blacks in New Hanover County in terms of income, wealth and housing, education, poverty, and health well-being.  African Americans in New Hanover County are more likely to be poor, have lower incomes and less equity in their homes, and higher infant mortality rates, and lower educational scores than their white co-residents.  While African American progress is palpable, the gap between whites and blacks in New Hanover County is not subsiding, and indeed is increasing in many arenas.  This is a pattern not just unique to New Hanover County or North Carolina, but unfortunately is a pattern for the nation as a whole (Oliver 2004).

By examining Census data and becoming aware of the patterns of inequality in our region, we can better focus on policy initiatives to help communities improve their quality of life.  The ENCPC is dedicated to providing information and data analysis on poverty in the East and encourages use of these PowerPoint presentations in schools, colleges, communities, and government agencies so we may become better informed citizens and work toward making change in our region.
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